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SASKATCHEWAN 
SDM® SAFETY ASSESSMENT r: 09/17 

Case Name:  
Assessment Completed With Family Date: 

 Investigation Case Reference #: 
/  Assessment Recorded Date: 

Caseworker Name:  
Household Assessed:  Allegation Household:  Yes  No 
Type of Assessment:  Initial  Review or Update  Closing

Note: The vulnerability of each child needs to be considered throughout the assessment. Children ages 0 through 5 cannot 
protect themselves. For older children, an inability to protect themselves could result from diminished mental or physical 
capacity or repeated victimization. 

Factors Influencing Child Vulnerability  
(Conditions resulting in child’s inability to protect self; mark all that apply to any child) 
 Age 0 to 5 years  Not readily accessible to community oversight
 Diminished developmental/cognitive capacity (e.g.

developmental delay, nonverbal)
 Diminished physical capacity (e.g. non-ambulatory, limited use

of limbs)
 Significant diagnosed medical or mental disorder

SECTION 1: SAFETY THREATS 
Items 1 through 10 are conditions that may place a child in immediate danger of serious harm if present. Identify the presence of each 
safety threat by checking yes or no.  

Yes No 
  1. Parent/caregiver caused serious physical harm to a child or made a credible threat to cause serious physical harm in the

current investigation, as indicated by any of the following. 
 Serious injury or abuse to the child other than accidental
 Parent/caregiver fears he/she will maltreat the child
 Direct threat to cause harm or retaliate against the child
 Excessive discipline or physical force
 Domestic violence likely to injure child
 Death of a child due to child abuse/neglect
 Alcohol/drug-exposed infant

  2. Child sexual abuse, including sexual exploitation, is suspected and circumstances suggest that the child’s safety may be
of immediate concern. 

  3. Parent/caregiver’s explanation for the injury to the child is questionable or inconsistent with the type of injury, and the
nature of the injury suggests that the child’s safety may be of immediate concern. 

  4. Parent/caregiver does not meet the child’s immediate needs for supervision, food, clothing and/or medical or mental
health care. 

  5. The household environmental conditions are hazardous and immediately threatening to the health and/or safety of the
child. 

  6. Parent/caregiver describes the child in predominantly negative terms or acts toward the child in negative ways and/or
has extremely unrealistic expectations of the child that suggest the child may be in immediate danger of serious harm. 

  7. Parent/caregiver fails to protect the child from serious harm or threatened harm by others. This may include physical
abuse, sexual abuse or neglect. 

  8. The family refuses or limits access to the child, or there is reason to believe that the family is about to flee.

  9. There is a pattern of prior incidents or behaviour AND current circumstances are near (no other safety threat is present)
but do not meet the threshold for any other safety threat. 

  10. Other (specify):

IF NO SAFETY THREATS ARE PRESENT, PROCEED TO SECTION 3.
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If any safety threat is marked yes, identify any of the following parent/caregiver behaviours present that are of concern. If 
present, these behaviours may be scored on a subsequent risk assessment or strength and needs assessment. 

Parent/Caregiver Behaviours 
 Substance Abuse  Mental Health  Developmental/Cognitive   Domestic Violence

Provide facts that support identification of each threat and any parent/caregiver behaviours identified. 

SECTION 2: PROTECTIVE CAPACITIES AND SAFETY INTERVENTIONS 
(If no safety threats are present, skip to Section 3 and indicate that the child is safe.) 

PROTECTIVE CAPACITIES: Document child and parent/caregiver capacities if present for any child or parent/caregiver 
based on information gathered (mark all that apply). 

Child 

 1. Child has the cognitive, physical, and emotional capacity to participate in safety interventions.

Parent/Caregiver 

 2. Parent/caregiver has the cognitive, physical and emotional capacity to participate in safety interventions.
 3. Parent/caregiver has a willingness to recognize problems and threats placing the child in imminent danger.
 4. Parent/caregiver has the ability to access resources to provide necessary safety interventions.
 5. Parent/caregiver has supportive relationships with one or more persons who may be willing to participate in safety

planning, AND caregiver is willing and able to accept their assistance. 
 6. At least one parent/caregiver in the home is willing and able to take action to protect the child, including asking the

offending parent/caregiver to leave. 
 7. Parent/caregiver is willing to accept temporary interventions offered by caseworker and/or other community

agencies, including cooperation with continuing investigation/assessment. 
 8. There is evidence of a healthy relationship between parent/caregiver and child.
 9. Parent/caregiver is aware of and committed to meeting the needs of the child.
 10. Parent/caregiver has a history of effective problem solving.

Other 

 11.
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For all protective capacities marked, provide facts that demonstrate presence of protective capacity. 

SAFETY INTERVENTIONS: Considering each identified safety threat and available protective capacities, determine which 
of the following interventions will be implemented to control the safety threat. Safety interventions 1–9 will allow the child 
to remain in the home for the present time. A safety plan is required to systematically describe interventions and facilitate 
follow-through. If protective capacities 2, 3, and/or 7 are not marked, carefully consider whether any of safety 
interventions 1–9 are appropriate to immediately protect the child. If there are no available safety interventions that 
would allow the child to remain in the home, indicate by marking item 10 or 11, and follow procedures for initiating a 
voluntary agreement or apprehension.  

Interventions that will enable the child to remain in the home for the present time: 

 1. Intervention or direct services by caseworker.
 2. Use of family, neighbours, or other individuals in the community as safety resources.
 3. Use of community agencies or services as safety resources.
 4. The parent/caregiver makes or requests that arrangements be made for the child to stay with an appropriate

non-resident parent or substitute caregiver. 
 5. Have the parent/caregiver appropriately protect the child from the alleged perpetrator.
 6. Have the alleged perpetrator leave the home, either voluntarily or in response to legal action.
 7. Have the non-offending parent/caregiver move to a safe environment with the child.
 8. Legal action planned or initiated; the child remains in the home.
 9. Other (specify):

Interventions to remove a child from the home: 

 10. Parent/caregiver voluntarily places the child outside the home.
 11. The child has been apprehended because no interventions are available to adequately ensure the child’s safety.

SECTION 3: SAFETY DECISION 
Identify the safety decision by marking the appropriate circle. This decision should be based on the assessment of all 
safety factors, safety interventions, and any other information known about the case. Check one decision only. 

 1. Safe. No safety threats were identified at this time. Based on currently available information, there are no children
likely to be in immediate danger of serious harm.

 2. Safe with services. One or more safety threats are present, and protective safety interventions have been planned or
taken. Based on protective interventions, the child will remain in the home at this time. A SAFETY PLAN SIGNED BY
THE PARENT/CAREGIVER IS REQUIRED FOR THE CHILD TO REMAIN IN THE HOME. 

 3. Unsafe. One or more safety threats are present, and placement is the only safety intervention possible for one or
more children. Without placement, one or more children will likely be in danger of immediate or serious harm.
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SECTION 4: LOCATION OF CHILD’S PLACEMENT  
This section is only completed if the safety decision is unsafe. 

Record the name and status of each child assessed. 

Last Name First Name Case Number Birth Date Removed Remain in 
Home 

 

 

 

 

Caseworker Signature:  Date: 

Supervisor Review/Approval Signature: Date: 
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Parent/caregiver Saskatchewan Ministry of Social Services/ 
First Nations Agency 

SAFETY PLAN 

An agreement between  and ________________________________________ 

SAFETY PLAN: For each safety threat identified, describe the immediate protective intervention(s) that will be 
implemented to specifically address the issue.  

Safety Threat (Provide a brief description of the threat.) 

Plan/Services to Be Implemented to Mitigate the Safety Threats (What will be done and who will do it?) 

Monitoring and Verification of Plan and Services (What is the monitoring plan and who is responsible?) 

Safety Threat (Provide a brief description of the threat.) 

Plan/Services to Be Implemented to Mitigate the Safety Threats (What will be done and who will do it?) 

Monitoring and Verification of Plan and Services (What is the monitoring plan and who is responsible?) 

Safety Threat (Provide a brief description of the threat.) 

Plan/Services to Be Implemented to Mitigate the Safety Threats (What will be done and who will do it?) 

Monitoring and Verification of Plan and Services (What is the monitoring plan and who is responsible?) 

This agreement shall be in effect: FROM  TO 

Parent/Caregiver: Date: 
Parent/Caregiver: Date: 
Caseworker:  Date: 
Supervisor:  Date: 
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